AN   INCIDENT   AND   THE  TRIAL  OP  THE  BIN  YEMANI TRIBE

of, say, Peacehaven, to offer their beach to the French or Germans. How-
ever, I flew off to Reida and having ascertained that Asadi al Fay still stood
where it had always stood, went up to die Hadhramaut.

D., who had reached Aden in five hours from Seiyun, had certainly
trodden on a pretty long snake and it took her many shakes of the dice
box to get back. Leaving Aden by ship on the 3 ist December, she travelled
from Mukalla on the old Du'an road with some Seiyids of the Alihdhar
family, and it was not until the 28th January that she re-entered Seiyid
Bubakr's house, looking, as Ham said, as if she had just come in from a
walk round the park. %

I arrived in Seiyun on January 2nd complete with a wireless set, and
Ham arrived a little later to form the KatHri Tribal Guards for which we
had all been endeavouring to raise recruits.

In consultation with the Sultan, summonses to the offending Bin
Yemani were drafted out in the approved form. They Were charged
generally that they had been guilty of continual acts of highway robbesy,
and specifically:

1.    That on the night of Tuesday, die idth Ramadhan corres-
ponding with die 3Oth/3ist November, 1936, a man of the section, to
wit, SaHh bin Sa'id bin Ismail bin Jahim bin Yemani, built barricades
across the road near Al Khurob and prevented from passing cars belong-
ing to the Seiyids of Al Kaf in which Mr. Ingrams, the First Political
Officer and his party were travelling, aftd demanded moriey by menaces.

2.    That on the night of Tuesday, the 30th Ramadhan corres-
ponding with the I4th/i5th December, 1936, near Risib^ a man of
the section, to wit, Sa'id al Ma'arri or another, fired on a car belonging
to the Seiyids of Al Kaf in which Captain Beech, a British Officer, and
his party were travelling and damaged the car and wounded two men.

Further that a man of the section, to wit, Sa'id al Ma'arri or another
demanded money by menaces from the party.

These summonses were sent out on the 6th January and they were
ordered to appear before their Sultan and myself at the palace of Seiyun on
the istih' January to answer diem. When news was received that die
offenders were coming, steps were taken to prepare for their trial. The
large audience hall of the palace was arranged for the day like a Court of,
Justice, with a table for the Sultan and myself at the top end. On the rigfr*
sat the 'aqils of die Bin Yemaai together -with their principal trfbesbea^
some twenty men in all. On die left stood the witnesses wio recited tM&
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